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PITY WE NEED A MONTH TO HIGHLIGHT IT ISNT IT? 
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AUGUST is Homelessness MONTH  

Putting Down Roots – Mothers and Their Children 
On a clear, crisp, Autumn morning a group of young mothers and their    
children gathered to begin a fun day of gardening and discovering      
nature.  Donned with gardening gloves and old clothes and in some 
cases, gumboots, the mothers and their children from Centacare – 
Coolock House spent the day together: digging, planting and watering-in 
many different types of drought hardy Australian native plants, such as 
Kangaroo Paw, Lomandra and a variety of Correa species.  Guided by 
staff, the young women and children then moved on to planting an edible 
garden, with a rich variety of different herbs, vegetables and strawberry 
plants. These will soon be used by the families in their weekly Cooking 
Group. These activities were all interspersed with having a shared morn-
ing tea and healthy, picnic lunch.  For many of the families, these were 
unfamiliar yet exciting activities. One mother commented that her young 
child had never experienced digging in the ground before. Other children 
enjoyed using the watering cans so much that by the end of the day, 
hardly a single weed or sour sob on the whole premises, was dry! The 
sharing of the experiences between the mothers and their children have 
helped to create some treasured memories and the sense of community 
between the different families has helped to decrease their social isola-
tion.  As one mother commented afterwards, “today was a great day”.  
Centacare Coolock House is a supported accommodation service 
for young pregnant or parenting women who are homeless. 

VISION 
The vision of Homelessness SA is the elimination of homelessness through: advocating for the rights of people who are 

homeless or at risk of homelessness; identifying and striving to address the conditions that create homelessness and 

inequality; promoting a society where all people are valued and included; and encouraging active participation, cooperation 

and innovation.  

MISSION 
The mission of Homelessness SA is to undertake advocacy, networking and community education  

                                                                       on homelessness  in South Australia. 

 

TRACE A PLACE HAS 
MOVED  

As of Tuesday 15
th

 June 2010 
SYC’s Homelessness Pro-
grams and Juvenile Justices 
services are moving to 
Ground Floor, 80 Currie St (2 
doors to the left of our current 
location and on the corner of 
Currie St and Kingston St)  
Trace-A-Place’s phone number 
remains the same at 1300 306 
046.  Get-A-Place’s number 
will change from 8221 6477 to 
8405 8580 and SYC’s Youth 
Justice and Therapeutic Ser-
vices will change from       
8211 8466 to 8405 8540 (old 
numbers will be diverted for a 
few months while everyone 
adjusts).  Please forward this   
information to your networks, 
SYC will be distributing       
updated pamphlets and      
information cards in the near 
future. 

www.homelessnesssa.asn.au    

National Homeless Personsô Week August 2nd  ï 8 th  2010  
Will You Be Homeless in 2020?  

Homelessness Australia asks this question as 105,000 people 
on any given night are homeless. A common    belief of home-
less people is that they are ALL older men sleeping on park 
benches. Four population groups in   research have recently 
emerged overwhelmingly as homeless. Together with the Aus-
tralian Governmentôs current commitment to halve homeless-
ness by 2020 as identified in The Road Home: A National Ap-
proach to Reducing Homelessness. Homelessness Australia 
seeks to inform, promote awareness and assist understanding 
of just who is homeless.  



òWalk a mile in my Boots" Friday 6th August If you would like more information or get 
involved please contact Zorica Zuill on 8418 2528.  7:30am start - Meet at 7:15am at the 

corner of North and East Terrace Adelaide, to walk one mile along Hutt Street.  8:00am 
FINISH - At South Terrace followed by a typical Hutt Street Centre breakfast in the 

parklands provided by Badge.      Entry fee $20 adult  $10 student concession  $5 child    
(5 to 12) Children under 5 are free  Entry fees are tax deductible 
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Three young women clients from Louise Place/St     
Josephôs Education Centre have been successful in 

having their artworks included in the   

SALA Festival ï óa celebration of the visual artsô.  
They have expressed themselves through paintings 

which demonstrate their stories through the tradition 
of Aboriginal and Maori culture.    There will be a public 

exhibition of their work at the East Terrace            
Continental Café, 6 East Terrace, Adelaide from 30 th  

July to 22 nd  August, open 7am till late. Some of the 
works will be for sale.  The young women started this 

work as a result of a small grant which enabled the 

engagement last year, of an Aboriginal Artist from 
Mara Dreaming, Raylene Snow. They have been ac-

tively producing works ever since with the support of 
Raylene, with whom they have established a caring 

and culturally sharing relationship.  Louise Place is 
supported accommodation service for young women 

pregnant and parenting who are homeless.  

There will be the opportunity for conversations 

and debate about the positive and negative im-

pacts on aspects of the NAHA reforms. 

This afternoon forum should be of interest to 
consumers, housing professionals and service 
providers. Case workers can register on behalf 
of their clients and Homelessness SA will cover 
the costτplease encourage them to attend. 
Adelaide Stamford Plaza 3-5pm 
 COST:  $35 for AHI members  
              $55 for Non-AHI members 

To register online 

http://www.housinginstitute.org/events/

register/

The Australasian Housing Institute in            

collaboration with Homelessness SA presents a 

National Homeless Persons Week event: 
    The Impact of NAHA Reforms On Consumers 

Join us for an afternoon forum on the impact of 

the NAHA reforms on consumers as part of         

National Homeless Persons Week 

Ian Cox ï Chief Executive Officer of the Hutt St 

Centre will facilitate a round table discussion on 

the impact of NAHA reforms on consumers.  

Hear from consumers and keynote speakers      

including Suaraya Naidoo from the Social        

Inclusion Unit and Carol Shard from the Depart-

ment for  Families and Community Services. 



   

entering the homeless population with 

very few policies and plans to meet the 

need," she said. And homelessness can 

happen to anyone. 'Elizabeth', 62, is an 

IT professional who says she found it 

hard to work because of age discrimina-

tion. When the global financial crisis 

struck Elizabeth could not afford to pay 

her mortgage so she was forced out of 

her home.  Initially she lived with 

friends but when they had to move inter-

state, Elizabeth was left homeless.  

"There is a fine line between having a 

roof over your head and having noth-

ing," she said. 'Elizabeth' is now living 

in a refuge for older women in suburban 

Sydney. "It's a situation with ladies of a 

special age group, particularly 55 plus. 

There is nowhere, there is places for 

youth, for elderly people, but this is 

unique," she said of the refuge. The ref-

uge has just 10 beds and is run by the St 

Vincent de Paul Society with no govern-

ment funding. It is the only refuge spe-

cifically for older women in Australia 

Women, who in the past were able to 

stand on their own two feet, are now 

finding themselves homeless (Reuters: 

Tim Wimborne, file photo) Rising rents, 

family breakdown and the economic 

downturn have pushed more older 

women into the ranks of the homeless. 

Women over the age of 45 are now out-

numbering older men at government-

funded homeless shelters according to 

official data, even though there are more 

homeless older men than women. An 

ABC analysis has found that in 2008-

2009, 9 per cent of all clients or 11,300 

people were women over the age of 45, 

according to the latest figures on          

government-funded specialist homeless-

ness services from the Australian Insti-

tute of Health and Welfare (AIHW). 

Older men made up 8.3 per cent of cli-

ents or 10,400 people. There was also 

more older women than men in home-

less shelters in the 2007-2008 for the 

first time on record. Sydney academic 

Ludo McFerran from the Older 

Women's Network says the lack of af-

fordable housing in Australia, higher 

rates of divorce and separation and the 

tendency of women to be in lower paid 

jobs have created a housing crisis for 

women in their fifties and sixties. She is 

studying the issue and plans to release a 

report next month. Ms McFerran says 

women, who in the past were able to 

stand on their own two feet, are now 

finding themselves homeless. "We're 

seeing a wave of ageing single women 
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and relies on donations to keep operat-

ing. Housing Shortages -St Vincent de 

Paul service manager Karen Devins has 

seen an increase in referrals to the centre 

over the past year. She says the housing 

shortage is a major cause of homeless-

ness among older women. "It's getting 

bigger now with the rent increases, they 

can't afford to pay private rental any 

more so they are being forced into 

homelessness," she said. Domestic vio-

lence is another reason why older 

women become homeless. 'Kelly', 47, 

says she was abused by her husband 

then later by her boyfriend, who kicked 

her out of their home.  She ended up at 

Sydney's Central Railway Station with 

just a couple of dollars in her pocket. "I 

got to Central and bought a cup of cof-

fee, that was the only money I had, I felt 

totally destitute," she said.  Kelly's sister 

was able to put her up for a couple of 

nights but did not have the space to al-

low her to stay. "I was in a real crisis 

and I felt homeless and she couldn't keep 

me there," she said. Melissa, 52, was 

also kicked out of home by her husband. 

"He treated me like a dog," she said. 

"I'm really, really scared of him. He's 

really, really violent." 'Kelly' says she 

and other women at the refuge feel dev-

astated by their experiences. "We were 

treated worse than animals. Some ani-

mals are loved, but we were thrown out 

into the gutter," she said.  

Older women forced into homelessness 
By finance reporter Sue Lannin 

Updated July 8 From ABC Website 

ST JOHNS YOUTH SERVICE THE NEXT STEP  PROGRAM     

The Next Step Program is part of St Johnõs Youth Services Outreach Program. It aims to assist young     

people exiting our emergency accommodation services to break the cycle of homelessness and welfare  

dependence through the provision of housing and holistic case management support.  Next Step aims to 

stabilise people in the private housing market and thus prepare them for real life rental experiences and a 

life outside of the welfare system. The young person is empowered to make choices about their future 

housing when their lease is due for renewal, armed with both a rental history and references. The pilot 

program of Next Step has successfully supported over 29 young people to secure private rental. The Next 

Step program is a 6 month intensive contract based outreach service. Youth workers visit clients in their 

homes and provide a holistic model of case management that includes life skills, education, training and 

employment, connection to community and access to new life opportunities.  

http://www.abc.net.au/news/people/suelannin/?site=news


 

Homelessness SA Memorial Service 
 

This year the Memorial Service was held at St Mary  

Magdaleneôs Church, on the 23rd June in collaboration with the  

City Ministers Circle.  It was well supported by a variety of homeless 

and allied services and personnel working with the Homeless both 

past and present.  It was also heartening to see many new faces and 

have some organisations represented who have not been participants 

before.   

 

The singing of Under the Lamppost was again spectacular and  

added a special significance to the occasion.   

 

It was a moving and rewarding service, many spoke and named individuals, otherôs just quietly lit 

candles to remember those that had died, not just this year but in past years.  Fear of omission makes 

naming those responsible for making this night the success it was perilous, so instead please accept 

our heartfelt thanks. Without you it would never have happened and would not have the meaning it 

does.  The Parish of St Mary Magdaleneôs provided home made soup and bread after the service, 

which was absolutely superb and much appreciated by all.   Board Homelessness SA 

register.php 

REMINDER : The 6th National Homelessness Conference Many Ways Home: Towards Ending Homeless-
ness by 2020  1- 3 September 2010 Brisbane Convention and Exhibition Centre, Brisbane.    
The 6th National Homelessness Conference, Many Ways Home: Ending Homelessness by 2020 is an opportunity 

to discuss the Government's White Paper - The Road Home. Will we meet the national target or can 
we do more? How will the White Paper impact on your service? What are other States and Territories 

doing in relation to their Implementation Plans?  Homelessness Australia will bring together all sectors 

to answer these questions and more at the 6th National Homelessness Conference in Brisbane from 1-
3 September 2010. 

For further information on any aspect of the Conference, please contact our Event Coordinator, Beverley Atkins at 
events@homelessnessaustralia.org.au  

ARE YOUT ENROLLED TO VOTE??   
Federal Election is on Saturday 21-8-2010  

What do I do if I can't get to my local polling place  
on election day? 

Provision is made for pre-poll (an early vote cast in person), postal and absent 

voting for electors who are unable to vote at their local polling place on election 

day.  Absent vote: Electors who are out of their division but still within their 

home State or Territory, may cast an 'absent vote' at any polling place in that 

State or Territory.  Postal and early (pre-poll) voting: . Alternatively an early 

vote can be cast in person at a divisional office or early voting centre in the lead 

up to polling day.       Adelaide Electoral Office 9th Floor Origin Energy House 1 

King William St Adelaide. 
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